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own race through a comparison of the foreign
character with the German'1
The aim of teaching English in Indian high
schools is greatly influenced by the demands of the
High School Leaving Certificate and Matricula-
tion examinations, which mainly test the ability
of the pupils to write English correctly and their
knowledge of grammar and meanings of difficult
words and passages occurring in the prescribed
text-books. In other words, to borrow the phrase-
ology used by Dr. Michael West of Dacca Univer-
sity, English is taught as a language of Expression
rather than as a language of Impression. The
result is that even when the students go up to the
university stage, their minds are filled with words,
and the study of the English language adds little
to their ideas of English life and culture.
Dr. West has rightly emphasised the need for
developing the reading ability of the pupils, but
one cannot agree with him when he says that if
the student does not possess this ability, 'he has
no chance of access to the world's literature of
information' and 'is cut off from all intellectual
progress'.3 It is a truism that information is
better assimilated by the pupils if it is imparted
to them in their mother-tongue than in a foreign
language. Therefore, as far as information and
1 Vide The Reorganisation of Education in Prussia by L L.
Kandel and T. Alexander, pp. 389-390.
3 Vide Report of the Third Imperial Education Conference pre-
pared by the writer in collaboration with Mr. Syed Mohamad
Husain Jaferi (Government Press, Hyderabad, Deccan) and
Bilingualism by Dr. Michael West.